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of the record as the other, making now Watson say what he does not say,
iin.l representing him as claiming authorship of the species— the very
thing he is careful not to do. A correct citation of the " Index " would
be " BisaUella California Benth. & Hook , ex Watson, etc.," which shows
exactly what H atson says. This, in the ordinary course of abbreviation,
becomes "B. Californica Benth. k Hook.," just as we cite Nuttall as
authority for numerous species which he never published, " Nutt." being
a convenient abbreviation of " Nutt, ex Torr. & Gray," or " Nutt, ex DC.
Prod r." etc.

'

This instance illustrates, also, another point, viz. : the difficulty of de-
termining with certainty in any case who was reallv the first to use the
new name. It may have first appeared in an overlooked catalogue or
journal or other out of the way publication, and any authority supposed
to-day to be correctly given is liable to be ousted to-morrow.

* Not a few
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lected at any great heights, as the snow lies several feet deep on the high
peaks and ridges that surround us here. In about a month we will be
able to cross oyer into the great North Fork of the Cceur d ? Alene Elver
basin, which lies immediately to the east of us. This basin abounds in
high peaks, deep, dark canons and chasms, waterfalls and cascades— just
the conditions best suited to produce a flourishing growth of mosses, and
I expect a rich harvest in these places. While this is a difficult country
to collect in, one has at least the satisfaction of knowing that he is on
ground on which no one has ever before collected

"The moss flora seems to be wonderfully well developed here. To
date I have observed over 110 species within a radius of four miles. I
do not think it would be an overestimate to count upon at least 500
species of mosses for Kootenai county. But it must be remembered that
this county covers a large area—nearly 7,000 square miles— and that
nearly all conditions of climate and soil in the temperate regions of
-North America are found here. Lichens and fungi also abound in these
excessively damp woods

Pi l Mt}ie nort heast angle of the lake, about fifty miles from here, where
Uarks Fork of the Columbia enters the lake, there exists a great sub-
aqueous bank composed of the silt carried down by the river. Usually,
during the months of August, September and October, the water is only
two to three feet deep over some six square miles of this bank, and here
grow and flourish Charas as possibly in no other place in the United
states. The greater portion of the lake is without vegetation (except
cuatoma and desmids, which are found nearly everywhere), as the water
averages 1,000 feet in depth ; but wherever a shallow spot exists Charas
grow the year around, for the waters of the lake "freeze only in a few
circumscribed localities

"
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